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As you may know, the Col-legi Oficial de Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes deCatalunya is the Catalan association of library and information professio-
nals.
The Ool-legi is a member of FESABID, the Spanish federation of archival, li-
brary, and information science associations. As such, it was fully involved in the
organisation of the IFLA 93 conference from the beginning when the selection of
Barcelona became official in Paris.
Formally, the president is the secretary of both the Organising and the
Executive Committees according to the Col-legi constitution. In addition, other
members of the Organising Committee are Col-legi members, as are the
Executive Secretary, most of the collaborators responsible for the conference or-
ganisation areas, and the volunteers. Many of our colleagues also have been in-
volved in the organisation of satellite meetings and workshops.
In fact, a large number of conference participants are already conveying a
warm welcome to you through our dedication and effort.
Nevertheless, we strongly felt the need to present you with a token of our
hospitality. You have in your hands a special English issue of our professional
journal, Item, which is normally published in Catalan twice a year with English
abstracts.
The editorial board and all the contributors have tried to reflect the situation of
libraries and our profession in Catalonia, so that you know the environment in
which we work. We librarians know how important it is to be acquainted with fo-
reign experiences, so we thought you might be interested in ours.
* President. Col-legi Oficial de Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes de Catalunya. (Official Association of Li-
brarians-Documentalists of Catalonia)
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We have prepared this issue with care in the hope that this will not be one of
those wads of paper remaining in the wastebasket when you leave your hotel,
but a present from your friends as well as a useful bit of information worth saving.
We sincerely hope that you enjoy your stay and that you remember it as one
of your best IFLA conference experiences.
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